
   

"Location-Based Services Fundamentals and 
Operation" 
 
A Book Revew by Keith Willett 
 
Axel Küpper is the author of Location-Based Services 
Fundamentals and Operation published in hardback by John 
Wiley & Sons Ltd October 2005 consists of 365 pages; 
herein referred to as the text.  The target audience includes 
students, lecturers, professionals, and developers with an 
interest in Location-Based Services (LBS).  The text 
proposes to define LBS; present LBS commercial and 
government applications; present LBS actors, their 
relationships, interactions, and interdependencies; LBS 
standardization including standards and standards boards; 
and useful protocols, algorithms, and tools for LBS 
development… and succeeds in these goals. 
 
In an attempt to compare the author’s perspective with a 
quick Google definition search, a paraphrase of Wikipedia1 
describes LBS as a GPS or cell-network providing restaurant 
location or North American E911 services.  In a very broad 
essence, the text and Wikipedia agree; however, Mr. Küpper 
elaborates on the details in this definition and adds much 
more.  Axel Küpper is an instructor at Ludwig Maximilian 
University in Munich, Germany (or for the LBS-savvy Elev 
515 m N 48o 08’ 58’’ E 11o 35’ 40’’) and provides insight into 
LBS from an instructor’s perspective with benefits to the LBS 
developer and researcher.  Mr. Küpper introduces LBS 
terms, services, standards, protocols, databases, supporting 
infrastructure, and tools. 
 
The flow of Location-Based Services Fundamentals and 
Operation includes LBS fundamentals, positioning, and LBS 
operations.  The fundamentals include terms and acronyms 
to establish a common language; even the colloquial term 

                                                 
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Location_based_service 
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