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"READING-GLASSES" OF THE FUTURE
By M.O. Thirunarayanan, Ph.D

Sooner or later, as my aging eyes begin to fail, | will need
the help of spectacles or glasses to read books, newspapers
and other documents in print as well as in electronic
formats. As | pondered the inevitability of having to wear
glasses to read, | wondered what it would be like to wear
what I call "reading-glasses” instead of reading glasses.

By "reading-glasses"” | mean glasses made in the future that
can read to people, as opposed to reading glasses that
people use to help them read. The technology needed to
create such reading-glasses is already here. All that remains
is for someone to put the different existing technologies into
one device to make my vision of reading-glasses a reality.

When | go to a restaurant, | sometimes have a problem
reading the bill that is for some reason or other almost
invariably printed using rather small font sizes. The ability to
read the small print is further exacerbated by the dim
lighting that is prevalent in many restaurants. With my new
reading-glasses, this problem will be solved. All | have to do
is glance at the bill and the reading-glasses will do the rest,
such as magnify the small print, and also read the amount
due into my ear, out of earshot of others, including those
who happen to be sitting next to me at the same table.
When | eat in a restaurant in another country, the reading-
glasses will go one step further and translate the bill from
any language to any other language of my choice. | can also
use the reading-glasses to read the menu in any language
and translate the contents of the same to any other
language.

Reading books and other printed documents will literally be

a snap, because all I will have to do is snap on my reading-
glasses and glance at the page in a book, magazine, journal
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