ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
The ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Program recognizes chapters that
display considerable initiative during the academic year. Chapters who apply must
be in a good standing which includes having an active status, a complete chapter
officer list and at least 10 chapter members on the Chapter Administrative
Interface. There are five categories student chapters may choose from:
Outstanding Chapter Activities, Outstanding Chapter Website, Outstanding
Recruitment Program, Outstanding Community Service, or Outstanding School
Service. Please submit separate applications for every category your
chapter is applying for. Hand-written submissions will not be accepted.
Application must be submitted to local_activities@acm.org by March 23, 2018. In
the subject line please state your chapter name and the category for which you
would like your chapter to be considered.
The last section of this application will require an essay. Please review the
guidelines below for the category you are applying to.
Outstanding Chapter Activities
For ACM student chapters that sponsor a series of exceptional activities throughout
the year or have focused their efforts on a single major activity. Tell us about your
chapter's most successful activities. Be sure to describe each activity, including how
many people participated, how it was funded, and what made it a success. If you
have web pages for these activities, include the URLs.
Outstanding Chapter Website
For ACM student chapters that maintain an outstanding chapter website. Tell us
about the design and content of your website and any noteworthy features. Also tell
us how you created it and what you do to keep it up to date. Don't forget to provide
the URL so the judges can check it out.
Outstanding Recruitment Program
For ACM student chapters that have done an excellent job of recruiting chapter
members. Tell us about your recruiting program. How do you let students at your
school know about your chapter and how do you get them interested in joining?
What factors are most critical to your success? How many members does your
chapter have?
Outstanding Community Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their
communities through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell

us about each project, who it served, and how many people participated. Why was
your chapter interested in these particular projects? If you have web pages for
these projects, include the URLs.
Outstanding School Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their own
schools through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell us
about projects that help your fellow students, your department, or your school in
general. Tell us about each project, how many people participated, and how it
helped your school. If you have web pages for these projects, include the URLs.
(Note, if you have worked on projects to help other schools, for example
neighboring high schools, apply for the Community Service award rather than the
School Service award.)

ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
Chapter Group ID:49509
Name of Chapter:Association of Computer Science Undergraduates
Chapter Address:110 Gates Hall, Cornell University Ithaca Campus
URL for your Chapter homepage:http://acsu.cornell.edu
Category you are applying for:Outstanding Chapter Activities
Chapter Officers
Chair Name:Irene Yoon
Email:ey222@cornell.edu
Vice Chair: Abrahm Daniel Magaña
Email:adm264@cornell.edu
Treasurer:

Rachel Shim

Email:cs899@cornell.edu
Faculty Sponsor:

Clair Cardie

Email:cardie@cs.cornell.edu
Secretary (if applicable):Allie Shuldman
Email:as2594@cornell.edu
Membership Chair (if applicable):

N/A

Email:N/A
Web Master (if applicable):Xinyu Cynthia Zhao
Email:xz293@cornell.edu

Please provide a brief description of your chapter and school including number of
chapter members (1500 character maximum):
Cornell University was founded in 1865 with the mission to provide education to all students in
all fields of knowledge, as reflected in its motto of “any person… any study.” The ideals upon
which Cornell University was founded, though unconventional at the time, have since become
the standard to which all institutions of higher learning are held. The university has been at
the forefront of innovation in both the realms of academics and higher learning since it first
opened its doors--to all students, regardless of race, gender, religion, or ethnicity.
Following in the Cornell tradition of promoting education as well as inclusivity, the Association
of Computer Science Undergraduates, or ACSU for short, was founded to in 1994 to enhance
the experience of undergraduate students in the computing and information science
community. We promote educational, professional, and social interaction among students
interested in computer science and facilitate student communication with faculty, alumni, and
corporate representatives.
Currently, ACSU boasts an official membership of over 500, with many more attending our 30
+ semesterly events. Our events range from ice-cream socials to Git tools workshops and
student-faculty luncheons to corporate tech talks, and are attended by all majors and all
members of the community-- whether they are unaffiliated freshmen, PhD students, alumni, or
Turing Award-winning professors.

Number of students at your school who take computer science and related courses,
and typical majors of your chapter members (1000 character maximum):

There are ~200 students per class who major in Computer Science, and the number is ever
growing. Last semester, our introductory Object Oriented Programming course had 551
students enrolled.
Typical majors of our chapter members: Computer Science, Electrical and Computer
Engineering, Information Science, Information Science Systems and Technology,
Mathematics, Operations Research and Information Engineering

An essay on the category for which your chapter would like to be considered (4000
character maximum - approximately 500 words):
All ACSU events are free and open to anyone and everyone who wants to attend, making them
an excellent source of sustenance, both in the short term ("What do I eat tonight?"), and in the
long term. ("What will get me food when I graduate?")
GENERAL BODY MEETINGS (Academic)
Our general body meetings provide a multitude of services to students from introducing
research-oriented project groups on campus to discussing ethical issues in technology and
information. These are conducted in collaboration with department faculty and students alike,
and have an average of 70 people in attendance.
STUDENT FACULTY LUNCHEON (Academic)
Each semester students and faculty are invited to mingle with one another and discuss topics
ranging from research to interests outside of academia while enjoying lunch provided by our
organization. This event includes most if not all faculty and staff within our department and is
funded in collaboration with our department; we have an average of 40 faculty members and 40
students for each luncheon.
READING GROUPS (Academic)
For students interested in graduate school or reading academic papers, our Reading Groups
provide a casual learning environment for students to discuss and share their passion in
technical learning. 3 Reading Groups; 10 students each; Meet 5 times a semester.
ACSU WORKSHOPS (Academic)
The ACSU holds monthly workshops throughout the academic year, aiming to introduce skills
that the community is interested in learning.
COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS (Social)
With a goal to raise awareness and increase inclusivity, we have community discussions and
initiatives that encourage students and faculty members to come together in a productive
discussion.
CORPORATE EVENTS (Corporate)
The ACSU has an average of 25 company sponsors that holds a total average of 20~30
corporate events each semester - these events provide excellent career opportunities to our
members and company sponsors for recruitment.
HUMANS OF ACSU (Publicity)
Inspired by Brandon Stanton’s Humans of New York initiative, Humans of ACSU illuminates the
life stories of Computer and Information Science students and faculty to encourage diversity in
both thought and community.
ACSU README (http://acsu.cornell.edu/readme.html) (Academic)
The ACSU ReadMe serves as a comprehensive guide to cornell computer science, written by
ACSU officers to serve as one of many useful resources that underclassmen can use to
acclimate to Cornell University as a CS major or minor.
ACSU MENTORSHIP (Social)
Our mentorship program pairs students with those wanting to share their knowledge, passion,
and interests in computer science and computer-science-related fields. Mentors are given 2-3
mentees to help instantiate a sense of belonging within the CIS community at Cornell. Mentors:
40. Mentees: 89.
ACSU README BOOK (Corporate)
Undergraduates are able to submit their resumes through our very own online resume book
developed by our Corporate Team which is then sent to our proud sponsors.
INTERVIEW PREP (Organizational)
The Cornell ACSU holds interview prep workshops and mock interviews for all CIS
undergraduate students before our semesterly university career fair to help students be fully
prepared for their next job or internship interview.
ACSU TSHIRT DESIGN (Organizational)
The ACSU has semesterly t-shirt designs and annual Slope Day tank designs for our students

