ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
The ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Program recognizes chapters that
display considerable initiative during the academic year. Chapters who apply must
be in a good standing which includes having an active status, a complete chapter
officer list and at least 10 chapter members on the Chapter Administrative
Interface. There are five categories student chapters may choose from:
Outstanding Chapter Activities, Outstanding Chapter Website, Outstanding
Recruitment Program, Outstanding Community Service, or Outstanding School
Service. Please submit separate applications for every category your
chapter is applying for. Hand-written submissions will not be accepted.
Application must be submitted to local_activities@acm.org by March 23, 2018. In
the subject line please state your chapter name and the category for which you
would like your chapter to be considered.
The last section of this application will require an essay. Please review the
guidelines below for the category you are applying to.
Outstanding Chapter Activities
For ACM student chapters that sponsor a series of exceptional activities throughout
the year or have focused their efforts on a single major activity. Tell us about your
chapter's most successful activities. Be sure to describe each activity, including how
many people participated, how it was funded, and what made it a success. If you
have web pages for these activities, include the URLs.
Outstanding Chapter Website
For ACM student chapters that maintain an outstanding chapter website. Tell us
about the design and content of your website and any noteworthy features. Also tell
us how you created it and what you do to keep it up to date. Don't forget to provide
the URL so the judges can check it out.
Outstanding Recruitment Program
For ACM student chapters that have done an excellent job of recruiting chapter
members. Tell us about your recruiting program. How do you let students at your
school know about your chapter and how do you get them interested in joining?
What factors are most critical to your success? How many members does your
chapter have?
Outstanding Community Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their
communities through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell

us about each project, who it served, and how many people participated. Why was
your chapter interested in these particular projects? If you have web pages for
these projects, include the URLs.
Outstanding School Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their own
schools through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell us
about projects that help your fellow students, your department, or your school in
general. Tell us about each project, how many people participated, and how it
helped your school. If you have web pages for these projects, include the URLs.
(Note, if you have worked on projects to help other schools, for example
neighboring high schools, apply for the Community Service award rather than the
School Service award.)

ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
Chapter Group ID: 69644
Name of Chapter: University of Maryland, Baltimore County ACM Student Chapter
Chapter Address: CSEE Department, University of Maryland – Baltimore County, 1000 Hilltop Cir, Baltimore, MD 21250
URL for your Chapter homepage: https://acm.umbc.edu
Category you are applying for: Outstanding

Chapter Activities

Chapter Officers
Chair Name: Nisha
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Email: npillai1@umbc.edu
Vice Chair: Srishty Saha
Email: srishty1@umbc.edu
Treasurer: Agniva Banerjee
Email: agniv1@umbc.edu
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Tim Finin and Dr. James Oates
Email: finin@umbc.edu , oates@cs.umbc.edu
Secretary (if applicable): Maithilee Joshi
Email: maithi1@umbc.edu
Membership Chair (if applicable):
Email:
Web Master (if applicable): Isha
Email: ipotnis1@umbc.edu

Potnis

Please provide a brief description of your chapter and school including number of
chapter members (1500 character maximum):
Number of chapter members: 88
Our School: University of Maryland, Baltimore County ::The first public collegiate institution in Maryland to be inclusive to all races, the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) is an American public research university that has held
the mantle of ‘#1 Up-and-Coming University’ for the past six years (US News & World Report).
Established as a part of the University of Maryland System in 1966, UMBC is among the
fastest-growing research universities in the country and is classified as a Research University
with High Research Activity by the Carnegie Foundation and consistently ranks among the top
200 U.S. institutions in research and development expenditures.
Our Chapter
Our ACM chapter, with 88 active members, has seen an astronomical rise in the number of
events conducted since the 2016-2017 chapter. The 700% increase in activity included 26
regular events with 40-50 attendees and a research symposium that would welcome over 150
faculties, students and industries to unveil their latest research ideas and accomplishments,
paving a way for future collaborations. We focus on sharing research ideas, specifically on
embedded systems, signal processing, quantum computing, deep learning, computer vision,
natural language processing, and career.

Number of students at your school who take computer science and related courses,
and typical majors of your chapter members (1000 character maximum):
Number of graduate students at UMBC who take Computer Science and related courses: 530
Detailed List:
Computer Engineering: 39
Computer Science : 201
Electrical Engineering : 63
Eng Management : 54
Cyber Security: 135
Data Science: 7
Tech Management: 2
Systems Engineering: 29
Typical majors of chapter members: Computer Science, Computer Engineering and Electrical
Engineering

An essay on the category for which your chapter would like to be considered (4000
character maximum - approximately 500 words):
Here is the list of activities and its description we had this year.
CSEE Research Symposium [April 27, 2018] : UMBC ACM chapter initiated the move to
conduct a 1-day CSEE research symposium that can potentially inspire our graduate and
undergraduate students to exhibit cutting-edge ideas and our research achievements through
presentations, posters, and demonstrations. We intend to encourage students by giving awards
and cash prizes for - best emerging women researcher, best Ph.D. researcher, best masters
researcher, best undergraduate researcher, best elevator pitch, and best poster. We expect
funding from the collaborative student funding program of COEIT, CSEE department and
industries. We decided to introduce this event because we wanted to venture beyond our
comfort zones and do something that had never been done before by a UMBC ACM chapter
[https://acm.umbc.edu/rsce2018/].
High Tea service named “Hi-Tea”: This has been an opportunity for students and faculties
to mingle, network, explore ideas, collaborate and treat themselves to a tea and snacks while
they are at it. We have conducted 11 hi-tea events so far and have 4 more on the books this
year. Every hi-tea has been made a success by an average of 45 attendees.
Welcome back picnic [October 10 2017]: This was another big event this year, where ACM
student committee welcomed all UMBC retrievers in CSEE department to the new academic
year. The event was very successful in terms of introduction, discussion and food. It was
especially appreciated by the newcomers as it gave them an opportunity to meet all the
professors, research groups as well as other students. Jointly funded by the graduate student
association and the CSEE department the event saw 90+ attendees.
Career workshops: We have had multiple workshops to enhance the skillset to crack coding
interviews; tips and tricks that would help students solve complicated programs with an average
attendance of 25.
Innovation and Entrepreneurship [March 30 2018]: This event has been planned to support
students who aim to capitalize their creative ideas. The Graduate Program Director for
Professional Programs in Engineering at UMBC with 25 patents to his name is scheduled to
honor us with his informational presentation. We hope students will be able to clear their doubts
and find their future co-founders at this session.
Deep learning workshops: Conducted by senior Ph.D. students to enhance our knowledge in
deep learning techniques witnessed an attendance of 40-50 people that included professors and
students. It not only helped students who were looking for jobs/internships in the area of deep
learning but also helped many research students to get a better understanding of the field.
Research area exploration: We initiated these to explain several research areas and latest
researches/projects that CSEE professors are interested in and the research opportunities
available. These events were conducted by professors and had an average attendance of 40+
people.
Inter departmental research exploration [April 5 2018]: We plan to initiate this event, to explore
the research works, ideas and future projects in the other departments of UMBC. This is meant
as a method to equip students to come up with ideas beyond the scope of our department and
seek collaboration with other research groups.
Photos and videos are shared at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
UMBC.ACM.Chapter/

