ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
The ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Program recognizes chapters that
display considerable initiative during the academic year. Chapters who apply must
be in a good standing which includes having an active status, a complete chapter
officer list and at least 10 chapter members on the Chapter Administrative
Interface. There are five categories student chapters may choose from:
Outstanding Chapter Activities, Outstanding Chapter Website, Outstanding
Recruitment Program, Outstanding Community Service, or Outstanding School
Service. Please submit separate applications for every category your
chapter is applying for. Hand-written submissions will not be accepted.
Application must be submitted to local_activities@acm.org by March 23, 2018. In
the subject line please state your chapter name and the category for which you
would like your chapter to be considered.
The last section of this application will require an essay. Please review the
guidelines below for the category you are applying to.
Outstanding Chapter Activities
For ACM student chapters that sponsor a series of exceptional activities throughout
the year or have focused their efforts on a single major activity. Tell us about your
chapter's most successful activities. Be sure to describe each activity, including how
many people participated, how it was funded, and what made it a success. If you
have web pages for these activities, include the URLs.
Outstanding Chapter Website
For ACM student chapters that maintain an outstanding chapter website. Tell us
about the design and content of your website and any noteworthy features. Also tell
us how you created it and what you do to keep it up to date. Don't forget to provide
the URL so the judges can check it out.
Outstanding Recruitment Program
For ACM student chapters that have done an excellent job of recruiting chapter
members. Tell us about your recruiting program. How do you let students at your
school know about your chapter and how do you get them interested in joining?
What factors are most critical to your success? How many members does your
chapter have?
Outstanding Community Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their
communities through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell

us about each project, who it served, and how many people participated. Why was
your chapter interested in these particular projects? If you have web pages for
these projects, include the URLs.
Outstanding School Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their own
schools through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell us
about projects that help your fellow students, your department, or your school in
general. Tell us about each project, how many people participated, and how it
helped your school. If you have web pages for these projects, include the URLs.
(Note, if you have worked on projects to help other schools, for example
neighboring high schools, apply for the Community Service award rather than the
School Service award.)

ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
Chapter Group ID: 69264
Name of Chapter: TCNJ ACM
Chapter Address: 2000 Pennington Rd, Ewing NJ, 08628
URL for your Chapter homepage: http://www.tcnj.edu/~acm/index.html
Category you are applying for: Outstanding School Service
Chapter Officers
Chair Name: Henry Shen
Email: shenh1@tcnjedu
Vice Chair:

Brittany Reedman

Email: reedmab1@tcnj.edu
Treasurer:

Edward Kennedy

Email: kennede6@tcnj.edu
Faculty Sponsor:

Andrea Salgian

Email: salgian@tcnj.edu
Secretary (if applicable): Marissa Tavano
Email: Tavanom1@tcnj.edu
Membership Chair (if applicable):

Jabari Brown

Email: brownj47@tcnj.edu
Web Master (if applicable): Sophie Goldberg
Email: goldbes5@tcnj.edu

Please provide a brief description of your chapter and school including number of
chapter members (1500 character maximum):
The College of New Jersey's ACM chapter is dedicated to creating a welcoming atmosphere
for all of its members, regardless of their technical background. Our chapter also strives to
give its members exposure to new technologies and experiences that a classroom might not
provide. We run resume workshops where underclassmen can have their resumes reviewed
and critiqued by upperclassmen. Our technical workshops also give students of all levels
exposure to technologies that are not taught in the classroom, such as React.js, Amazon
Alexa's API, and CouchDB. We also run our flagship event, HackTCNJ, a 24-hour hackathon
at the end of every February. We recently finished our sixth HackTCNJ and had several
sponsors come and mentor students.
TCNJ is a public liberal arts college that has about 6,580 students. Our computer science
department is a small, but tight-knit community of about 150 students. Being a liberal arts
college, our professors focus on teaching and doing research with undergraduates. Our
students also work closely with our department for our Accepted Students Day and our
Celebration of Computing. The Celebration is an exposition of all the students who have done
undergraduate research with TCNJ professors, REUs at other institutions, or internships at
companies.

Number of students at your school who take computer science and related courses,
and typical majors of your chapter members (1000 character maximum):
TCNJ has around 6,580 students, about 150 of are computer science majors. Including those
who are minors, engineers who have to take CS classes for their requirements, the number of
students who take CS-related courses increases to about 780. The reason for this major jump
is because all engineers are required to take at least one CS course. Electrical and computer
engineering students are required to take more. Our engineering school contains 630 students
in total. However, the computer science major is housed within our School of Science.
All of the members in our ACM chapter are CS majors. However, we have a great diversity of
minors or second majors within our organization. The most common double major is Applied
Mathematics. Moreover, many of our members have minors in either photography, graphic
design, economics, history, or biology. One of our former officers is a CS major that is also in
TCNJ's highly-competitive seven-year medical program.

An essay on the category for which your chapter would like to be considered (4000
character maximum - approximately 500 words):
Our ACM student chapter is very active within the TCNJ community, providing resources,
mentorship, and workshops to our members. Every week on Wednesdays, we have our meeting
and focusing on one of the three areas described above. For example, in Fall 2017, we hosted a
panel to give our members tips and advice on finding summer internships. We also ran resume
workshops where upperclassmen guided the underclassmen on formatting their resumes,
advised them about what technical projects or classes to enroll in, and showed them how to
highlight their accomplishments on the resume. These career workshops were a great
opportunity for the more senior students to take a leadership role and gave them a chance to
mentor younger members. Our chapter's goal is to provide a resource that students can utilize
for career development, guidance in classes, and a space to hang out and gain friends within
their fields. We want to give our members depth in their professional and social network.
Providing mentorship to our members also includes providing them opportunities to grow their
technical skills. To fulfill this goal, we partnered with Major League Hacking, an organization that
helps schools run hackathons. MLH also provides resources for local computer science clubs to
run professional workshops, called Localhost. Throughout the year, we used their free resources
to teach our members how to use the Amazon Alexa's API and how to build a web application
using CouchDB. These events are great for both beginners in the club and senior students
because many of these workshops dive into cutting-edge technologies that are not taught in the
classroom. Our workshops did not just stop there. We utilized the knowledge and strengths of
our own members to hold tutorials in React.js and in technical interviewing. In the interviews, we
guided our members on how to think, plan, and answer an algorithmic problem that has to be
solved on a white board.
This semester, our chapter focused on hosting a successful hackathon, HackTCNJ. Our sixth
HackTCNJ was the most successful one yet, with about 180 students from TCNJ, Rutgers,
Stevens, and several local high schools. We collaborated with our Women in Computer Science
organization to help us plan the event. The members in WiCS played a valuable part in
organizing HackTCNJ by helping us run registration, setup and cleanup, and gathering sponsors
to help support our event. Prior to our hackathon, we also partnered with other organizations
within our school to run a series of workshops for non-CS majors. Several students in Women in
Business and Barkada came to our series. We taught them the basics of Processing, a simple
graphics engine. These tutorials built a set of basic programming skills for the attendees. Many
of them also attended HackTCNJ as well.
We understand that the tech field can be a difficult field to break into, especially for those that
come into the computer science major without prior programming experience. However, our
ACM student chapter strives to make the transition as smooth as possible by providing a
comfortable environment for beginners to build their skills and for experienced students to share
their knowledge. In order to continually achieve our goal, we have weekly meetings that give
students extra opportunities to learn outside the classroom. Our flagship event, HackTCNJ also
gives our members a chance to work on their own projects and to meet other students within the
computer science community.
HackTCNJ Links:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HackTCNJ
Video: https://youtu.be/sr4AtgRLO_A?t=31
Submissions: https://hacktcnj-2018.devpost.com

